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North Mecklenburg High School                                     

11201 Old Statesville Rd.                                                  

Huntersville, NC 28078                                                      

(980) 343 – 3840                                                                                
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Instructor:  Mr. Jim Means

Class:  Civics & Economics
Email:  jimmy.means@cms.k12.nc.us  (Best way to contact me)
Contact #:  (980) 343 – 3840     Voice Mail #2540
Course Description:  Through the study of Civics and Economics, students will acquire the skill and knowledge necessary to become responsible and effective citizens in an inter-dependent world. Students will need a practical understanding of these systems of civics and economics that affect their lives as consumers and citizens. As informed decision-makers, students will apply acquired knowledge to real life experiences. When studying the legal and political systems, students will become aware of their rights and responsibilities and put this information into practice.  This course serves as a foundation for U.S. History.  
I.  Recommended Class Materials:
· A 1” – 1” ½ three ring binger
· One pack of subject dividers

· Loose leaf filler paper “College Ruled”
· One pack colored pencils  (6-8 pencils) (Optional)
· Pens (either blue or black ink)

II.  Grading Procedures:
· The mandatory grading system that CMS has adopted weights your child’s grade using the following method:
     A. Homework, Class work and other Informal assignments are weighted at 30 percent of the student’s quarter grade.
     B. Tests, Major Projects and other formal assignments are weighted at 70 percent of the student’s quarter grade.

     C.  Mid-Term Exams will count as 20 percent of the 1st semester grade.

     D. Final Exam Grades will count as 25 percent of the total grade.

· All students are required to keep an assessment binder in which their test / quiz grades for the class can be tracked.  Students are required to pass all tests / quizzes with an 84 percent or greater.  Failure to obtain an 84 percent will result in a grade of “0” until that specific test is mastered at 84 percent.
· Homework, tests, quizzes, projects, and class participation are all extremely important.  Each of these areas will be weighted differently per quarter.

· Tests and quizzes may receive a higher weighting for the 1st quarter while homework and projects may receive a higher weighting for the 2nd quarter.

· This policy allows all students to receive an equal opportunity to earn the highest grade possible.  Some students will perform better on tests and class participation,  while others are more successful with projects and homework. 
III. Homework and Makeup Policies:  Informal (Will be counted as only 30 percent of total grade.) 
· Late work will be accepted, but will be graded at 84 percent.  Homework / assignments will only be accepted for 100 percent credit if the student attends enrichment classes.
· When a student misses school, it is classroom policy to allow the student to complete any missed work / assignments without penalty.  This policy does not stand for unexcused absences, suspensions or expulsions.

· Example:  A student misses three days of school due to an illness.  Upon return to school the student will receive 3 days of class time to turn in all missing assignments.

· Example:  A student is present the day before the exam and receives the study guide and review session.  Upon the students return to school he / she will be required to take the test that day.  

IV.  Assessment Binder:
· All students will keep an assessment binder that will allow them to track their progress in class at all times.

· The assessment binder will have goals and objectives in which students must show master of 80 percent or greater before the course ends.

· Students alone are responsible for keeping up with the assessment binder and will receive a pass / fail grade at the end of each week for keeping their assessment binder current 

V.  Tests:  Formal  (Will be counted as 70 percent of overall grade)
· Students will receive a study guide prior to taking the test.  A review session will cover all chapters being tested.  If a student received a study guide during the review session and leaves school during this time, then the student will be responsible for taking the test upon return to school the following day.

· Testing formats include, but are not limited to:
a. Multiple Choice

b. Short Answer

c. Essay

d. Group Response Essay  (Situational Exam)

e. A combination of all or any testing formats above.

· Test values will vary from 50 – 100 points.
· It is extremely important that student’s attempt to do their best on each test that is given, effort counts!

VI.  Retest Policy:

· Before each major test students will receive a study guide at least one / two class periods before the test in order to help them study for the test.  Once the test has been administered and a student fails to score 80 percent proficiency on all areas of the test then that student has the right to retest in areas where 80 percent proficiency has not been met.
· Retesting Policy:  In order for the student to take RETEST 1, all of the following must be met:
A.  The student CANNOT have missing class work or homework assignments for that objective.
B.  The student must have fully completed the test corrections from the original test.
· If after RESTEST 1 the student still has not achieved 84% mastery they can take RETEST 2.  In order for the student to take RESTEST 2 (alternative assignment), the following must be true:

A.  If students have not achieved 84 percent proficiency after the retest then the following will occur:

· An alternative assignment will be assigned that will allow a student to achieve 80 percent mastery of the failed areas.
V.  Quizzes:  Informal  (Will be counted as only 30 percent of overall grade)
· Announced:  Quizzes are usually announced the day before they will be given.  

                         Students will be informed concerning the chapter(s) and other 

                         material that the quiz will cover and how many questions the quiz 

                         will have on it.

· Unannounced:  Occasionally, unannounced quizzes will be given at the end of the 

                             lesson or class period to check for student retention of the 

                             material.

· A quiz will consist of five – ten multi-choice questions or fill in the blank items.
VI. Projects: Formal   (Will be counted as 70 percent of overall grade)
 Project usually consists of multiple grades.

       (Example)  Individual evaluation by peers ------------------------  (100 points) 

                        Teacher evaluation of the group ----------------------  (50 points)

                        Teacher evaluation of the physical project ----------  (150 points)

                        Teacher evaluation of group presentation ------------  (100 points)

                        Daily student participation grade ---------------------- (20 points per day)
· Total Project Points Possible------------------------------------------(420 points)
VII. Restroom Breaks / Emergency Leave From Class:

· Students will be allowed to use the restroom or leave class in times of emergency or illness and must have their school planner to be signed by the teacher.  
· This policy is set forth by the student rights and responsibilities handbook issued by the student’s homeroom teacher.

· Students caught abusing the privilege will be sent to the office for disciplinary action, parent conferences or both.  Furthermore, the student will not be allowed to leave the classroom with the exception of being called out of class to go to the office or by security escort.

VIII. Cheating:  
· (1st Offense) Students who are caught cheating will receive a grade of “0” for the assignment, will be moved to a different seating location, and will be required to attend a parent / teacher conference.

· (2nd Offense)  Students who are caught cheating will be referred directly to the office.
IX. General Information:  

· Students will be expected to arrive on time with appropriate materials for all classes.

· Students will be expected to participate in class.

· Students will be expected to show respect to other students and their property.

· Students will be expected to put forth the maximum effort in order to succeed in class.
X.  Special information concerning cell phones and other electronic devices:

· Students WILL NOT be allowed to use or turn on their cell phones or other electronic devices without permission from the teacher. 1st offense will be a warning, second and subsequent offenses will be referred to the office.
· Cell phones and other electronic devices may not be used for personal use during class.
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